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medical officer and the class-teacher. These assessments must be maintained on a
continuous basis and are cumulative for each child until, at present, they complete
primary school. This Standard Assessment and Record Form provides clearly for the
identification of children who have disability, and is therefore a manifestation of the
implicit policy of inclusion that is practiced in Sri Lanka. The Assessment does not
encourage labeling, but rather enables the teacher to practice child-centred teaching
methods that address each child’s particular problems. Teaching methodology is such that
it can benefit each child who has disability. It requires however effective, appropriate and
relevant preliminary and continuous training of all schoolteachers.

Teacher Training

Teacher Training for Inclusive Education has also seen advances in recent years with the
following activities being undertaken by the National Institute of Education (NIE); -

= preliminary and continuous education of In-Service Adviser (ISAs or Master
Trainers) in Primary Education and in Inclusive Education as “Trainers of Trainers™

* Training of “Inclusive Education™ Zonal Officers for administration and to provide
follow up and monitoring

= Preparation of curricula for the training of all these cadres as well as for
schoolteachers and other cadres that will be trained by these Master Trainers

= Preparation of curricula for the training of specialist or resource teachers in Inclusive
Education at the National Colleges of Education

= Preparation of teaching-learning materials for all these groups

* Preparation of teaching-learning materials to meet the special problems of primary
schoolchildren who have disability, in keeping with the Education Reforms of 1997

= Degree and Post-Graduate Degree (MA) courses in Special Education

Besides these activities carried out by the NIE, a 3-year Course to produce Resource
Teachers for Inclusive Education has been started at the Hapitigama National College of
Education, Mirigama.

The training of “Special Education Teachers™ also takes place at the Teachers College,
Maharagama through 2-year Courses. These teachers serve mostly in non-government
schools.

“Special Needs” and “Disability”

One of the findings made during a review in November 2002 of Educational
Opportunities Available to Children who have Disability'” was particularly interesting.
For over a decade now the education system has used the term “children with special
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